8S         STAY AT SOOR, THE ANCIENT TVRUS.
moment which rendered this the more ne-
cessary was, that the Pasha of Damascus
having died within the last few days, Suliman,
the present Pasha of Acre, had pretended
to have received orders from the Sultan of
Stamboul to succeed to the possession of the
vacant pashalic, and had, accordingly, sent
the \vhole of his moveable force there to exe-
cute the mandate*
In consequence of this general movement,
and probahle division of the soldiery into oppo-
site parties, it was thought to be impossible to
pass any where without strict examination ; be-
sides being every hour liable to have our beasts
pressed for the public service, if not protected
by the Pasha's firman.
As this could not be obtained without my pre-
senting myself to him in person, since there
was no consul or other official character here to
obtain it for me, it was necessary that I should
go to Acre ; and for that journey preparations
were accordingly made.
The hour of our dispersion approached ; and
the next necessary step was to defray the ex-
penses of our stay here. It was no sooner hinted
than a long paper was produced, the contents of
which sufficiently explained the motives of the
supposed hospitality with which we were re-
ceived, and the gathering together of the mul-